Emigrating to
New Zealand

duncancotterill.com

Business update
February, 2014

Looking to move to New Zealand?

Investor

Already here and looking to make
the move permanent?

To obtain residence by investing
in New Zealand you will
require at least NZ$1.5 million
to invest and NZ$1 million in
settlement funds. This is the
Investor 2 category, which
also requires you to have a
minimum of 3 years of relevant
business experience and have
a minimum level of English
literacy. You would be required
to invest the funds in New
Zealand for a minimum of four
years and would be required
to spend at least 146 days in
New Zealand in each of the final
three years of the investment
period.

Seeking to start a business or
invest in New Zealand?
Figuring out what immigration pathway is best for you can
be confusing. We are here to assist with that decision,
and provide advice and recommendations tailored to your
circumstances.
Duncan Cotterill has a team of experts to assist you in all
areas of immigration, and with offices in Christchurch, Nelson,
Wellington and Auckland we are perfectly positioned to
understand the labour market and specific requirements for
wherever your base is (or will be) in New Zealand. We can
help you to navigate the available pathways to New Zealand
residence, such as:

This category is also capped
at 300 applicants per annum,
and is only available for those

65 years of age or younger.
Alternatively, if you have NZ$10
million to invest, you can apply
through the Investor 1 category.
This category only requires
that you invest the funds in
New Zealand for a minimum
of three years and that you
spend at least 44 days in New
Zealand in each of the final two
years of the investment period.
There is no age limit or English
language requirements under
this category.
If investment is a viable pathway
for you, we can assist you in
determining and structuring
investments that suit your
needs and the requirements of
Immigration New Zealand.
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Business
Alternatively, you may be seeking the
opportunity to establish a business in New
Zealand, or buy an existing business, and if
so there are pathways to residence in doing
so under the Entrepreneur category.
To apply under this category you will need
to be an experienced business person
who wants to be self-employed in your
own business in New Zealand. If this is the
case, you may be able to apply for a work
visa under the Entrepreneur Work Visa
category, which will enable you to move
to New Zealand and buy or establish your
own business. This could be your first step
on your pathway to applying for residence
in New Zealand under the Entrepreneur
Residence Category.
To obtain an Entrepreneur Work Visa, you
must make a minimum capital investment
of NZ$100,000 (excluding working capital)
in the business and have a business
plan specific to your proposed business
that shows the likely success of the
proposed business and its value to New
Zealand. There is no age limit under this
category, but there are English language
requirements.
If you are granted an Entrepreneur Work
Visa you may be able to apply for an
Entrepreneur Residence Visa after you
have successfully run your business(es)
in accordance with the business plan for
two years (or six months if you meet extra
conditions).

Skilled employment
If you have (or have been offered) full-time
permanent employment in New Zealand in
a skilled area, and have recognised work
experience and/or qualifications relevant
to your employment, you may be eligible
for residence through the Skilled Migrant
category. To be eligible for residence under
this category you must be 55 years of
age or under and speak English. This is a
points based category, with points given
for age, experience, employability and
qualifications.
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Temporary retirement
category
If you are aged 66 years or over and have
NZ$750,000 to invest in New Zealand for
2 years, can demonstrate ownership of
NZ$500,000 of maintenance funds, have
an annual income of NZ$60,000, plus hold
and maintain comprehensive travel and/or
health insurance (for the duration of your
stay in New Zealand) then you may be able
to apply under this temporary visa category.
The Temporary Retirement Category is
a special visitor category which can be
applied for if you wish to invest in New
Zealand and stay here longer than current
visitor categories allow. If successful, you
will be issued a two year multiple entry
visitor visa that allows you to stay for two
years, and travel in and out of New Zealand
during that time.

At the end of the two year period if you
continue to meet all the requirements
above; and can demonstrate that you
have maintained your travel and/or health
insurance and your investment funds in an
acceptable investment during the two year
duration of your stay, you can re-apply for
another visitor visa under this category

Family categories
If you have a family member who is
already a New Zealand citizen or resident
then they may be able to sponsor you to
come to New Zealand. There are various
options available, depending on your
circumstances, which we are happy to
navigate with you.

Additional Services
Moving to New Zealand is not simply
about obtaining the appropriate visa.
There are other factors that will need to
be considered such as tax (especially
regarding how this affects any overseas
income you may have), the establishment
of trusts or transfer of foreign trusts, the
purchasing of property in New Zealand etc.
The law in New Zealand regarding these
matters may differ markedly from your
country of origin.
As a full service law firm, Duncan Cotterill
has specialists and expertise in all of
these areas and we work to ensure that
our immigration clients are provided with
comprehensive advice in all legal areas that
may affect the move to New Zealand.
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